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SO  - just when you think things can’t get any worse – 116 mismanaged MP’s voting 

against their own Queen’s Speech – we all get labelled swivel-eyed loons by – erm – a 

swivel eyed loon.   It was news to a lot of us that there are sufficient grass-roots members to 

influence anyone at all – swivel eyed or not.   We can name a number of places where 

local government candidates are now, apparently, “selected” or deselected by two or three 

people in the absence of an active branch.    

 

Midst this farcical  shambles, the tragic truth is that the democracy which we all worked so tirelessly for, 

and which people fought to preserve through two world wars, has been allowed to crumble so rapidly 

and irrevocably.   It has been taken for granted for so long we now proceed like Gadarene lemmings.  

Still – it doesn’t do to harp on about the past.  Maybe – just maybe – the future is to be on U.S lines with 

voters registering to support a Party,  but not becoming a fully fledged member with the loyalties that 

should entail.       Me – I’m taking up the ukulele. 

 

FEEDBACK 

 

ROGER BOADEN, in France, was the quickest to read the recent release of Mrs. Thatcher’s personal 

papers to 1982, though some of us have now caught up.  Lord Thorneycroft’s internal report of 30th 

March 1979 concerning “Central Office after the General Election” is revealing, and doubtless lays the 

foundations for what eventually followed.   Roger has extracted several parts of interest to us: 

 

“The growing sophistication and complexity of political activity have imposed demands of intellect and 

performance which very few Agents have been able to meet.  The educational qualification for entry to 

the Agents’ profession used to be nil and is now only at O level standard.   The Agents have never been 

highly paid.  Against this background it has been inevitable that  Central Office has had to bring in an 

increasing proportion of specialists and of higher calibre staff who are not Agents. 

 

“The Agents have, however, resented and resisted this development.  The director of Organisation, under 

pressure from the Agents’ profession and supported by important elements in the National Union, has 

aspired to recover the executive authority removed from him.  The training, traditions and professional 

solidarity of the Agents condition many of them to a sincerely held conviction that the changes of the 

last twenty years at Central Office have been an aberration and that the old ways are best.  The insecurity 

of the Agents makes them suspicious of their colleagues who are not Agents.  The notion lingers quite 

strongly that executive appointments at Smith Square should be a closed shop reserved for Certificated 

Agents.  Agents are particularly resentful of incursions by MP’s into the world of Party 

organisation………..                  An urgent and thorough review should be made, by the Deputy 

Chairman, of the state of the Agents’ profession.   Problems for consideration include recruitment, job 

specifications, training, remuneration, deployment, career structure and pensions…….” 

 

(as a footnote, nowhere is there any reference to training a Deputy Chairman!!!)  

 

You can find the full document amongst the papers recently released, and available on the Margaret 

Thatcher Foundation website. 
 

ROGER has published an eBook “A Mole in the Hand” under his pen name of Walter Frederick.  “Could there be a coup 

d’etat in Britain?  It is 2014 and Britain is being torn apart by civil unrest as Trades Unions and protest groups join forces to 

fight austerity measures.  The Coalition Government nears the end of its first term, and city centre riots force the imposition 

of special powers with nightly curfews…..”   Read more on www.smashwords.com or contact Roger on  

roger.boaden@wanadoo.fr   Or I will pass on his address. 

http://www.smashwords.com/
mailto:roger.boaden@wanadoo.fr


 

DEATHS   We record with regret the deaths of  Susan Hewitt, David Holtby, Richard Small and  Barry 

Thurnell 

 

DONATIONS       £20, £10, 24 x 2
nd

, for which many thanks indeed.  

 

 

ANDREW VARNEY,  now official Registrar of our database, writes: 

 

A Brush with History 

 

The CABA is compiling a database of all Agents who qualified since 1945.  In the search for data, all 

available copies of the Journal had been trawled for Exam results, but there were still some gaps: we 

found no copies of the Journals for 1945 –1948. 

 

The Party archive at the Bodleian has a website (www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/cpa) which lists every Journal 

from 1892 to 1997 (except no 707 from 1994/95 and no 712 from 1996/97 – can anyone help?).  I 

contacted Jeremy McIlwaine, the archivist, who confirmed that the Journals I needed were available and 

I could inspect them. 

 

Armed with application forms, a letter from Sally Smith, emails from Jeremy McIlwaine and my 

Passport, I presented myself to the lady guardians of the Library.  I had been told it might take 15 

minutes to gain admission – queuing, I assumed – but it turned out to be a 15-minute inquisition (“your 

letter is dated October, it’s now February”….“we really should have an original signature on this letter”, 

etc, etc…).  Finally, I had to read out loud my undertaking to follow the Library’s Rules – it was in 

English, not Latin.  Most countries are easier to get into. 

 

Finally, armed with my photo/electronic Reader’s Card (“we’ll give you five days”) I made my way past 

the tourists and through the barriers to Duke Humfrey’s Library.  Not the gift of some American 

benefactor, but of Humfrey Plantagenet, Duke of Gloucester, the youngest Brother of Henry V.  The 

oldest part of the Bodleian, it dates from 1485: with its painted ceiling, 17
th

 century oak fittings, Latin-

inscribed, leather-bound books (“do not touch”) and mediaeval portraits, it was the perfect choice for its 

recent appearances as Hogwart’s Library. 

 

At the desk, waiting for me and tied up in white tape, were four bound volumes of the Journal: 1940 –

1945, 1946, 1947 and 1948, the personal, signed copies of Elton Halliley, legendary Agent and Journal 

Editor for 30 years.  I did find the information I was seeking – which I had to copy out in pencil – and a 

whole lot more…..  

 
What did you do in The War….? 
 

I had always imagined that the Conservative Party organisation closed down during the 1939-45 War, to be re-

established afterwards when the wartime officers marched down Whitehall to Abbey House to create the militarily 

bureaucratic organisation with which we all grew up.  Nothing could be further from the truth, as the Agents’ 

Journals from 1940 –1945 reveal. 

 

The first surprising thing is that there are Journals, perhaps not as fat or frequent as those of earlier and later 

years, but Journals that record faithfully the activities of the Profession during those years.  National Society 

Branches continued to meet, the majority of Agents remained in post and (presumably) local activities continued 

to fund their employment. 

   

In the late 1930’s, it was a Party requirement that every constituency employ a qualified Agent – although it is 

clear that some did not.  In 1937, the Journal records 697 qualified Agents and 224 Woman Organisers, when 

there were 615 constituencies. 

 

After some badgering, CCO produced the following figures for December 1939: 5.3% had lost their posts, 5% 

were under notice, 26.7% were serving in the Forces and 16% were on whole or part-time national service. 



 

From late 1939, the Journal concentrated on recording the “War or National Service of Members of the National 

Society”, for example: “Cannock – Jack Galloway, Lance Corporal, Royal Armoured Corps” (and later “promoted 

2
nd

 Lieutenant, Royal Tank Regiment”), or  “Cambourne – Sapper B T Powell promoted 2
nd

 Lieutenant, Royal 

Engineers” and “CCO – Miss S Walton – Women’s Land Army, HQ Travelling Organiser”.  Many were “retained 

in post”, often with war jobs as well, such as “ARP Warden”, “Food Control Officer”, “Special Constable”, “OC 

AA Battery RA” and “Adjutant, LDV”.  Others seem to have continued to work just as Agents – although that 

may have been on account of age. 

 

The January 1940 Journal carried the obituary of the Agent for Maidenhead, Captain Edward Kennedy RN, who 

had retired from the Navy in 1923.  Recalled, he was commanding the “Armed Merchant Cruiser” (ex P&O 

passenger ship) HMS Rawalpindi in November 1939 when it was sunk off Iceland by the German battlecruiser 

Scharnhorst.   

 

In October 1940, a sobering editorial included: “Our sympathies are particularly with those in and around London, 

some of whom have found when coming to their office in the morning that the building has disappeared during 

the night”. 

 

However, some eyes were on the future.  In April 1940, Marjorie Maxse, Chief Organisation Officer at CCO, 

wrote: “183 Constituency Agents and 62 Woman Organisers are in the Forces or on national work.  A great 

responsibility rests on those who remain to see that the organisation is kept intact and as effective as present 

circumstances will permit”. 

 

There was a lively correspondence about the post-War future of the Profession, when central employment was 

debated at length.  The Editor (Elton Halliley) wrote in a detailed pamphlet “The main aim of the Party should be 

to provide sufficient financial support for weaker constituencies to ensure that all constituencies may maintain an 

adequate organisation, employ a qualified Agent and pursue an adequate propaganda on behalf of the Party”.  His 

proposal was that 15% of all local subscriptions be paid to CCO to fund this. 

 

The Journal really was like that of a learned society.  It carried reports of relevant debates and questions in 

Parliament, Court proceedings, details of changes in election law, legal advice and reports of bye-elections.  There 

were Parliamentary bye-elections during the War; the main Parties did not contest seats held by their opponents, 

but some fringe candidates did – one as the “Bomb Berlin” candidate. 

 

As 1945 approached, there were reports of Parliamentary debates about the franchise (including proportional 

representation), boundaries, expenses and questions about the early release of Agents from the Forces and the 

allocation of paper supplies and petrol coupons for the election. 

 

Then the 1945 Election.  Afterwards: “It was very ordered, very quiet: we knew something was happening, but we 

didn’t quite know what”.     

 

                                                              ---------------------------------- 

Superannuation and Benevolent AGM’s, followed by lunch, are on Tuesday 22nd October in 
the Victory Services Club, London.  Official notification will be sent out in due course. 

  

 

Just so that we do not appear all doom and gloom, here is a more up-beat  report from TRICIA 

GURNETT:  

“Shelagh Hutson and I began to think we had gone back in time in March when we attended “Victory 2015 - 

Conference to discuss a battle plan to win the next election”.  It was run by ConservativeHome, held in London, 

and for the amazing price of £25 we got the conference, coffee on arrival, a first class buffet lunch with wine, and 

tea in the afternoon, plus a Reception afterwards hosted by the Conservative MEPs.   But the thing is, it was like 

Conservative Party Conferences used to be before all the stage management set in and the concentration on the 

media rather than ordinary members.   There were excellent speakers, including MPs, workshops and lots of 

discussion.   It was the event which led to the press accusing  Theresa May of making a bid for the leadership, but 

she was the keynote speaker and, given the subject of the conference, of course she had to cover the whole picture 



and not just Home Office matters.   We had a great day, thoroughly enjoying ourselves.   Congratulations to 

ConservativeHome on the idea.” 

  

NEWS FROM EASTERN AREA  

“The Eastern Branch retired Agents’ lunch was held on 15
th
 May at The Rosery Hotel, Exning, Suffolk.   We had 

nine members present, the lowest number so far.   That led us to consider again whether we would invite spouses 

and partners as well.   From the beginning we had always said “no” as we liked to remember the old days with 

tales and jokes.   Now, however, we think differently, and were swayed by a plea from John Barrance who 

thought that increasing age meant having someone else in the car to navigate or even drive might help.   So, we 

took two great decisions:-   first we will be inviting spouses and partners, and secondly we would welcome any 

retired or former colleagues living in neighbouring counties to join us.   If you live in the six counties and are not 

already on our list, do let us know, and if you are in a neighbouring county but within driving distance of Exning, 

which is immediately off the A14 near Newmarket, we would be most pleased to see you.   Contact Tricia Gurnett 

at tg@tricia-gurnett.co.uk or 07713 327380.” 

 

NEWS FROM WESTERN/WESSEX AREAS 

It had been though that, perhaps, our annual lunches for retired colleagues had reached their natural end.  

However after a year’s break for the Jubilee and Olympics, we bounced back with an enthusiastic 11 at a 

Somerset pub in early June.  Sufficient for CAROLINE ANDREWS, our organiser, to promise another next year 

 

 
 

 Notice on Conservative Club Notice Board - Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at    

7pm.  Please use the back door.  

 

 

 

REMINDER that if you received this issue by mail, you requested to do so previously.  Should you 

wish to receive it by email in future, you should register with Peter Smith on 

pdsmith@dunross.demon.co.uk        OR you can catch up with it on the 

www.antiquatedagents.wordpress.com/  website where Tricia Gurnett posts it. 

 

 

Feedback and contributions  gratefully received by Editor Lindsay Brooke, Puddle House, Chicksgrove, 

Tisbury, Salisbury, Wilts SP3 6NA  email (please note change) lindsay4brooke@gmail.com  

mailto:tg@tricia-gurnett.co.uk
mailto:pdsmith@dunross.demon.co.uk
mailto:lindsay4brooke@gmail.com

